
F
OR MOST MILLENNIALS, 
George Lucas’  Star Wars 
marked the beginning of  their 
tryst with science fiction. So, it 
isn’t altogether surprising that 

21-year-old Aaron George has felt its 
cascading effect growing up. Inspired 
by the cult series, the Coonoor-born 
writer decided to take up writing sci-fi 
and recently released his first novel 
Diamondback that had been in the 
making for a years now. Following the 
life of  its lead character Cat Lynn, the 
novel is a coming-of-age story that 
revolves around the existence of  myth-
ical creatures, including dragons and 
vampires that survive devoid of  the use 
of  magic and a conspiracy hatched by a 
secret organisation to take over the 
world. Excerpts:

Were you always inclined to choosing long 
story format of writing? 
I have always loved reading, especially 
novels. For me, as a writer, the novel 
allowed me the space to craft and 
expand the world in which my charac-
ters live and I was naturally drawn to it.

Give us a quick tour of your book.
Diamondback is set in a fictionalised 
near-distant future, where mythical 
monsters are not only real but, actual 
flesh-and-blood animals that exist 
devoid of  magic. This secret was kept 
by a shadowy millennia-old organisa-
tion known as the Wardens, who 
revealed themselves to the world in an 
attempt to maintain order. As the world 
adapts to the existence of  monsters and 

everything appears to go back to nor-
mal, the lead character of  Cat Lynn 
finds herself  embroiled in a conspiracy 
to usurp the Wardens’ control and 
usher in a global empire ruled with an 
iron fist.

Take us through the behind the scenes and 
character development in Diamondback.
When it came to the writing, I started 
out with a mental roadmap of  the 
progression of  the story, consisting of  
the major plot points. The hard part 
was figuring out how to get from one 
plot point to the next. 

To craft the characters, I tried to 
write them using certain personality 
traits of  fictional characters that I love 
and people I know in real life. It was a 
mix and match of  their most interest-
ing traits. Once I had a two-dimension-
al view of  the character, I would try to 
get characters to interact with each 
other. I found that it worked best when I 
thought of  them as real people attempt-
ing to get to know each other. It also 
helped that the novel is written from a 
first-person perspective. I liked to 
imagine that the protagonist was as 
clueless as I was.

You’re still pursuing your Masters in 
English Literature. What are you looking 
forward to next?
Telling more stories! I’m hoping that 
I have more than one good novel in me.

Priced at ̀ 375.
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IT’S THAT TIME of  the year when all dog lovers 
unite and come together to witness an incredible 
tail-wagging experience. The Anaimalai Kennel 
Club is all set to host a dog show on June 16 at 
the Hindustan College of  Arts and Science. The 
grand 11th and 12th Championship dog show will 
showcase all breeds of  dogs including Indian 
breeds from across the country. “We are expect-
ing a total of  350 entries, out of  which, at least 40 
different breeds of  dogs will be paraded. 
The dogs will be judged based on a variety 
of  breed standards,” says Dr VS Ravi 
of  the Anaimalai Kennel Club 
in Coimbatore.

Foreign breeds to be featured in 
the show are German Shepherd, 
Doberman, Siberian Husky, Bull 
Masti f f ,  Boxer,  Miniature 
Pinscher, Belgium Shepherd, 
Labrador, Golden Retriever, Irish 
setter, Weimaraner, Dachshund, 
Fox Terrier, Whippet and Saluki. 
Also look out for the Welsh Corgi, 
Chih-uahua, French Bulldog, 
Brazilian Fila, Silky Terrier, Jack 
Russell Terrier, Rottweiler and 
Dalmatian among others. Indian 
native breeds such as Rajapalayam, 
Kombai, Chippiparai, Mudhol 
Hound, and Kanni will also be part of  
the show. This year, the organisers 
have also planned a speciality show for 
Great Danes.

The competition will be divided into different 
rounds like solo and group line-ups for each 
breed and the dogs will be adjudged in sub-cate-
gories and awarded points based on the stan-
dards. The overall trophy would be given to the 
best breed dog based on their age, structure, 
upkeep, health, head, tail and body shape and 
movement. Apart from the trophy, the challenge 
certification provided for the winning breeds 

is considered to be a prestigious 
acknowledgement.

When asked about the populari-
ty of  Indian breeds at dog shows, 
Dr Ravi tells us that Coimbatore 
has the highest entry of  native 
breeds in dog shows across the 
country, especially over the past 

five years. “There is a lot of  enthu-
siasm for adopting native Indian 

breeds, especially the ones like 
Mudhol Hounds, Rajapalayams, 
Kombai and Chippiparai Hounds 
from Tamil Nadu,” says Ravi.  
Several  dog shows now allow 
native breeds to participate for 

free or at  discounted prices, 
he adds.

The show will be judged by 
Mukul Vaid, Sharrat Sharma and 
Anjeli Vaid from the Kennel Club 
of  India, based in Chennai. 

—Janani Sampath

PAWS AND EFFECTFrom English 
Mastiffs to the 
majestic Chippiparai, 
the city is gearing up 
to host the 11th & 
12th all-breed dog 
championship 
this weekend
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Aaron George releases his debut sci-fi 
novel, Diamondback
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